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of Upper Canada College and its fellow private schools
did not create a line of class division running through the
schools of the province, as between schools for gentlemen
and schools for other people. The reason lay in the
difference of circumstance as between Upper Canada
and England. In Upper Canada, from the days of the
Loyalists onwards, all the sensible people were advocates of
schools. Those who came from Massachusetts and New
York knew what they had left behind, as did those who
migrated from Scotland. Hence there grew up in the
province an excellent system of public elementary and
presently public high schools, and they got better and
better as time went on. Then the high schools in the
larger towns took on more equipment and a bigger staff
and turned into Collegiate Institutes. As against this in
England there was no public elementary education
worthy of the name till the Act of 1870, and even after
that the system was still governed by the fact that in the
eyes of most people a Board School was no place for a
gentleman's son.

But in Canada, gentlemen or not, people, even well-
to-do people, living in the big towns mostly saw no reason
why they shouldn't send their sons to High School, where
the teaching was excellent and the companionship corre-
sponded pretty much to what they got themselves in their
social life. The thing was true also the other way round.
Many of the boys sent to Upper Canada were not sent
there because they were specially rich or specially gentle-
manly but because, as in the case of my brothers and
myself, they lived in out-of-the-way places and there was
nothing else to do with them*

All this got truer and truer as time went on, as edu-
cation became less and less classical, as science made
greater and greater demands on public money for premises
and apparatus. Then came the Great War, and the
splendid record of boys from High Schools and Colleges
obliterated any surviving notion of the private schools
as the home of an officer class. The case of the Royal